SOME   AMERICANS   IN  LONDON

stately presence, and had "been put into my charge by
another Member of the House who had to leave West-
minster Palace for the evening. Now, as all ladies who
have visited the House of Commons will know, there is
a kind of step or perch just outside one of the two
doors of brass and glass which admit to the debating
chamber itself. This particular perch, which is at the
left of the two doors as you enter the chamber, is re-
served as a place where a lady, or two ladies, may stand,
and from which they can look through the great glass
panes into the House itself. No man is allowed to stand
upon this perch, even though he be a Member of the
House, and, on the other hand, the ladies who visit the
place are not allowed to stand upon the floor and thus
look through the glass door and study the Parliamentary
benches; they must either mount upon the perch or
they may not stand near the door at all. I had shown
the lady who was given into my charge over the library
and some of the corridors, and then I brought her to
have a look at the debating chamber itself. I showed her
the perch reserved for the use of herself and her sister-
hood, and she mounted up and soon became absorbed in
a study of the chamber. In the meanwhile a Member of
the House came out and drew my attention to some-
thing going on within, and I went with him back into
the House, and was immediately engaged in a consulta-
tion about some question of importance which was ex-
pected to arise. I confess to my shame and sorrow that
for the time I entirely forgot all about the poor lady who
was standing on the perch outside the door.

Some of my friends and I went into consultation in
one of the lobbies. The subject then actually before
the House was one of exceeding dulness, and the debat-
ing chamber gradually became almost empty. We,
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